MONTHLY MEETINGS

THIS WEEK AT GRACE January 8-15, 2017

Please also check the website, display tables, and bulletin board for more information about

Healing Service
3rd Sunday During Eu-
charist

Starfish Food Collection
1st Sunday

Stewardship
1st Monday, 7:30 pm

Health Ministry
2nd Sunday, 12:15 pm

Investment Committee
2nd Monday of March, June,
September & December

Finance Committee
Friday before Vestry,
7:00pm

Vestry
3rd Wednesday, 7:30pm

Men’s Guild
3rd Sunday, 12:15 pm

Women of Grace
3rd Sunday, 12:15 pm

Grace Church Choir
Wednesdays,
7:30pm - 9:00 pm
Communications

Last Tuesday ,6:30pm

Grace’s Kitchen
Last five days of the month
11:30pm-1:00pm

Worship Commission
1st Sunday, 12:30 pm

Youth Group
4th Sunday, 12:15 pm

other activities in which you might want to participate.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22— THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY

8:00 am Holy Eucharist with Healing & Anointing, Rite 1, All
Saint’s Chapel

10:00 am Lighthouse Chapel International, All Saint’s Chapel

10:30 am Choral Holy Eucharist Rite II, Church

12:15 pm Worship Commission, Rector’s Office

4:00 pm - 9:00 pm Friendship World Outreach, All Saint’s Chapel &

Lounge
Monday, January 23
7:00 pm - 8:15 pm ESL Classes
7:30 pm - 9:00 pm AA., Knickle Hall

Tuesday, January 24

Wednesday, January 25
Confession of St. Paul the Apostle

7:00 pm - 8:15 pm ESL Classes

Thursday, January 26
11:30 am -1:00 pm

Friday, January 27
11:30 am -1:00 pm

Saturday, January 28
11:30 am -1:00 pm Grace’s Kitchen, Knickle Hall

SUNDAY, JANUARY 29— FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY

Grace’s Kitchen, Knickle Hall

Grace’s Kitchen, Knickle Hall

8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite 1, All Saint’s Chapel

10:00 am Lighthouse Chapel International, All Saint’s Chapel
10:30 am Choral Holy Eucharist Rite II, Church

12:15 pm Annual Parish Meeting & Luncheon, Knickle Hall

4:00 pm - 9:00 pm Friendship World Outreach, All Saint’s Chapel &

Lounge

Next Sunday’s Readings: Third Sunday after Epiphany
1st Lesson: Micah 6:1-8 Psalm 15

2ndLesson: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31  Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12




ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please take home this bulletin since it has some important dates and flyers.

e Local Colonial African-Americans’ Contributions to America
Saturday, February 4, 2017 at 1:30 pm in the ALD Room (lower level), Plainfield Public
Library. Hear stories of African-American, men and women who lived in the Plainfield area
during colonial times.

e Ifyou are interested in being trained to serve as acolyte, please email Harry Watson at
junior1983@excite.com or call him at 732-456-0531

e The Sanctuary Candle Chart is on the wall by the Parish Office. If you would like to give a
Sanctuary Candle, please write your name and the name of the one to be memorialized in the
appropriate space. The candle will burn for the week in memory of your loved one. Suggested
cost of the sanctuary candle is $10.

e The 2015 Flower Chart is on the wall by the Parish Office. If you would like to dedicate
flowers, pick an open date and write your name and the name of the one to be memorialized in
the appropriate space. The office will confirm with you the week before.

The cost of altar flowers is $50.

The Annual Meeting of Grace Episcopal Church
will take place in Knickle Hall
on Sunday, January 29
immediately following the 10:30 Eucharist.

Candidate for Warden: Jason Algeo (2-year Term )

Candidates for Vestry
elvor Blair (3-year Term)
eDr. Trevor Forbes (3-year Term)
eAmanda Garcia (3-year Term)
eSelma Cato (2-year Term)
«Conrad Roberts (1-year Term)

Candidates for Convention Delegates Alternates
eKenneth Blenman eJason Algeo
eVictoria Blenman «Holly Algeo
eDeacon Ted Moore eGloria King

The 2016 Annual Report is being prepared this week. All parish committee,
commission, and ministry leaders are asked to send their reports to the parish
administrator

NO LATER THAN tomorrow MONDAY, JANUARY 23.




Statement by The Most Rev. Michael B Curry

This past week, Barack H. Obama, the 44th President of the United States, in the tradition of Presidents
dating back to George Washington, gave his farewell address to the nation. Next week Donald J.
Trump, in the same tradition of this country, will take the oath of office and be inaugurated as the 45th
President.

We recognize that this election has been contentious, and the Episcopal Church, like our nation, has
expressed a diversity of views, some of which have been born in deep pain.

There has been much discussion, and some controversy, about the appropriateness of the Washington
National Cathedral hosting the Inaugural Prayer Service this year, and of church choirs singing at inau-
gural events.

Underneath the variety of questions and concerns are some basic Christian questions about prayer:
when | pray for our leaders, why am | doing so? Should | pray for a leader | disagree with? When | pray
what do | think | am accomplishing?

On one level these questions seem inconsequential and innocuous. But real prayer is not innocuous. It

is powerful. That question can become poignant and even painful as it is for many in this moment, given
that some of the values that many of us heard expressed over the past year have seemed to be in con-
tradiction to deeply-held Christian convictions of love, compassion, and human dignity.

So, should we pray for the President?

We can and, indeed, | believe we must pray for all who lead in our civic order, nationally and internation-
ally. | pray for the President in part because Jesus Christ is my Savior and Lord. If Jesus is my Lord and
the model and guide for my life, his way must be my way, however difficult. And the way prayer for oth-
ers is a part of how | follow the way of Jesus.

This practice of praying for leaders is deep in our biblical and Anglican/Episcopalian traditions. Psalm 72
prays that the ancient Israelite king might rule in the ways of God’s justice, defending “the cause of the
poor,” bringing “deliverance to the needy.” 1 Timothy 2:1-2 encourages followers of Jesus to pray ear-
nestly for those in leadership, that they may lead in ways that serve the common good. Even in the most
extreme case, Jesus himself said, while dying on the cross, “Father forgive them; for they do not know
what they are doing,” was praying for Pontius Pilate, the Governor of Rome who ordered his execution,
and for all who were complicit in it.

In this spirit, the Prayer Books of the Anglican/Episcopal way have always included prayer for those
“who bear the authority of government,” praying in a variety of ways that they may lead in the ways of
God’s wisdom, justice and truth. When we pray for Donald, Barack, George, Bill, George, or Jimmy,
Presidents of the United States, we pray for their well-being, for they too are children of God, but we
also pray for their leadership in our society and world. We pray that they will lead in the ways of justice
and truth. We pray that their leadership will truly serve not partisan interest but the common good. When
we pray for them, we are actually praying for our nation, for our world, indeed we are praying for our-
selves.



Prayer is not a simplistic cheer or declaration of support. Prayers of lament cry out in pain and cry
for justice. Prayer can celebrate. Prayer can also ask God to intervene and change the course of
history, to change someone's mind, or his or her heart. When we pray for our enemies, we may
find that we are simultaneously emboldened to stand for justice while we are also less able to
demonize another human being.

Real prayer is both contemplative and active. It involves a contemplative conversation with and
listening to God, and an active following of the way of Jesus, serving and witnessing in the world
in his Name. For those who follow the way of Jesus, the active side of our life of prayer seeks to
live out and help our society live out what it means to “love your neighbor as yourself.” So we
work for a good and just, humane and loving society. We participate as followers of Jesus in the
life of our government and society, caring for each other and others, and working for policies and
laws that reflect the values and teachings of Jesus to “love your neighbor,” to “do unto others as
you who have them do unto you,” to fashion a civic order that reflects the goodness, the justice,
the compassion that we see in the face of Jesus, that we know to reflect the very heart and dream
of God for all of God’s children and God’s creation.

| grew up in a historically black congregation in the Episcopal Church. We prayed for leaders who
were often lukewarm or even opposed to our very civil rights. We got on our knees in church and
prayed for them, and then we got up off our knees and we Marched on Washington. Following the
way of Jesus, we prayed and protested at the same time. We prayed for our leaders who were
fighting for our civil rights, we prayed for those with whom we disagreed, and we even prayed for
those who hated us. And we did so following the Jesus, whose way is the way of unselfish, sacri-
ficial love. And that way is the way that can set us all free.

As we celebrate the birth of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., we may find guidance in his
words, spoken during one of the most painful and difficult struggles in the Civil Rights Movement.
He asked that all participants live by a set of principles. The first principle read: “As you prepare to
march, meditate on the life and teachings of Jesus.”

Should we pray for the President? Yes!

The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry
Presiding Bishop and Primate, The Episcopal Church
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908-756-1520 www.graceplainfield.org

Twitter: @grace diverse Facebook: Grace Episcopal Church - Plainfield, NJ

CLERGY AND STAFF

The Reverend Theodore E. Moore, Deacon
Andrew Kilkenny, Director of Music

John Taitt, Treasurer

Noel Taitt, Assistant Treasurer

Vince Chiumento, Parish Office Administrator
Karen Moore, Board President, Plainfield Community Outreach, Inc
Patience Smith, Project Director, 21st Century After School Program
Marvin Daniels, Coordinator, Grace’s Kitchen

The Reverend Theodore Moore, Coordinator, English as a Second

Language (ESL) Program
WARDENS Trevor King (2016) Lawrence Ishmael (2017)
VESTRY DIOCESAN CONVENTION DEPUTIES 2016
Jason Algeo (2017), Clerk Victoria Blenman
Dennis Bazzey (2018) Timothy Mann
Selma Cato (2016) Harry Watson
Anita Griffith (2016)
Brenda Loncke (2018) ALTERNATE DEPUTIES 2016
Timothy Mann (2017) Anita Griffith
Winsley Rudder (2018) Carol Taitt
Carol Taitt (2017) John Taitt
Harry Watson (2016)

To contact the parish office

908-756-1520 908-756-0175 (fax)
office@graceplainfield.org www.graceplainfield.org




