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Our vision:  To provide a community for all in the service of Jesus Christ  
Our mission: Grace Church Plainfield is a welcoming and affirming Christian community 

characterized by diversity, worshiping and praising God in the Anglican tradition and 
proclaiming the Gospel in word and deed in active discipleship.   

 
www.graceplainfield.org  FaceBook: Grace Episcopal Church - Plainfield, NJ  Twitter: 
@gracediverse   
 

Grace Church: A Place Where Everybody is Somebody! 
 

  WORSHIP WITH US 
Sundays - 7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist in All Saints’ Chapel; 9 a.m. Adult Forum; 10:30 a.m. 

Children’s Sunday School; 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with music 
 
Wednesdays - Noon: Adoration and Healing Mass in All Saints’ Chapel 
 

 
PASTORAL LETTER FROM FATHER GIDEON 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? . . . “Sir, if you have carried him 
away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, 
“Mary!” John 20:15-16 
 

Alleluia! Christ Is Risen! The Lord Is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 
 
One of the joyful messages of Easter is that God was willing to pay a huge price to negate our 
sin, selfishness and greed. Before and after His resurrection, Jesus invited people to follow Him 
as he gave glimpses into what life with God actually looks like. His life showed selflessness 
versus selfishness, servanthood versus prestige, and sacrifice versus self-protection. And 
through simple things like this, he painted a picture that everyone finds noble. The 
resurrection is not just a nice story – it is a fact of history! Easter is not just a day—it’s a 
season!  And we’ll be celebrating this season from now until Pentecost.  
 
After the resurrection, the apostles were willing to go all over the world telling everyone that 
Jesus, God in humanity, died for their sins and rose from the dead. They never became rich or 
had lives of luxury.  Instead they were persecuted because of their message. They signed their 
testimony with their own blood, as all the apostles, except for John, were put to death because of 
their testimony. There is no other explanation for the apostles’ lives and testimony, except that 
they saw the risen Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
In this Easter and during the subsequent days, weeks and months ahead, we are all called to 
take our place with Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, Salome and Joanna at the 
empty tomb. Because of the empty tomb, we can know for sure that our sins are forgiven and we 
have eternal life. Because of the empty tomb, we can have joy even in the face of death because 
we have a Savior who tasted death for us and who gives eternal life freely to all who come to 
Him. Because of the empty tomb, may we hear our names called out by the Lord Jesus Christ as 
He did to Mary.  And may our troubles and sorrows be erased by the powerful force of His 
resurrection. Throughout this Easter season, let us be encouraged that whatever forms the 



manifestations of sin, selfishness and greed may take, God through Jesus Christ has counteracted 
and made null and void the worst of them.  
 
Whether you are near or far, may this message find you well and able to find joy in the 
knowledge and love of God throughout this season and beyond! 
 
Alleluia! Christ Is Risen! The Lord Is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!  
 
Right Onward! 
 
Your Priest and Friend, 

 
The Venerable Dr. Gideon A. Uzomechina 
 
 
PEOPLE OF GRACE 
 
Mildred Crawford Celebrates St. Patrick’s Day 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mildred Crawford is dressed all in green.  She’s ready for the St. Patrick’s Day 
festivities at the Senior Center in Piscataway. 
 
 

April birthday blessings and prayers from the Grace Church 
family to: Katherine Howell, April 3; Jennifer Aneke, April 5; Marjorie Bailey, April 8; Timothy 
Mann, April 12; Ian Simmons, April 15; Noel Taitt, April 17; Samantha Uhler, April 18; Ugo 
Uzomechina on April 19; Celeste Simmons, April 23; Shanti Sarpong, April 25; and Zena Blair, 
April 29. 

 
And Happy Anniversary wishes to Maureen Johnson & her 
husband, Sherlon, on April 8; and Lynnette & Noel Taitt on April 19.  
 
 
 

 Our condolences and deepest sympathy to Brenda Loncke and her family on 
the recent death of her sister, Marie McKenzie, after a long illness.  The funeral was held on 
Friday, April 1 at the Truth Center of Divine Awareness in Brooklyn.  
 



GRACE HAPPENINGS 
 

Highlights of the 2016 Convention of the New Jersey Diocese 
By Victoria David Blenman, Timothy Mann and Harry Watson 
 
The 232nd convention of the Diocese of New Jersey was held on March 4 and 5 at the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel in Cherry Hill.  The delegates to the convention from Grace were Victoria David 
Blenman, Timothy Mann and Harry Watson.  Grace also was represented by Father Gideon and 
Deacon Ted.  Below are impressions of the convention from two of our delegates and links to 
some of the highlights of the convention. 
 
 
Victoria Blenman:  The theme of the New Jersey Diocesan Convention, led by New Jersey 
Bishop William H. Stokes, D.D., was “Know your story. Live it BOLDLY.”  The convention 
began with Holy Eucharist, celebrated in Igbo, Spanish and English. It was slightly different 
from our service here at Grace.  The sermon was delivered by the most Reverend Michael Bruce 
Curry, 27th Presiding Bishop and Primate of the Episcopal Church.  His sermon focused on 
Moses and his mission to free the people from Pharaoh’s oppression.  His sermon was very 
powerful.  After the Eucharist we had lunch, and after lunch the main business of the convention 
was conducted, that included elections of officers and committees. 
 
In addition, there were many lectures and discussions on various topics.  Bishop Stokes gave 
thanks and praise to all the organists, especially for Richard W. Kurtz, the organist and 
choirmaster at Christ Episcopal Church, Woodbury, from 1976 to 2015. 
 
Harry, Timothy and I voted for various officers, the 2015 Budget, revised budget for 2016 and 
the proposed 2017 preliminary budget.  Father Gideon also made a presentation about the prison 
ministry and Deacon Ted Moore made a presentation about the Anti-Racism Commission.  Other 
highlights of the convention included information on: United Thank Offering; the Solitary 
Confinement ‘Out the Box’ Campaign; Youth and Young Adult Missioners; the School for 
Deacons.  The Rev. Dr. Brian Jemmott, the new Canon Missioner for Black Ministries in the 
New Jersey Diocese also addressed the convention and several videos were screened about the 
activities of several different churches around the diocese. 
 
I enjoyed the two days of the convention, and I thank Grace church for choosing me as a 
delegate.  “Know your story live it BOLDLY.” 
 

 
Deacon Ted Moore gives a presentation at the 232nd Convention of the Diocese of New Jersey 
 
Timothy Mann: Grace Church Delegate The convention with its theme of “Know our story and 
live it boldly” began with a joyful Eucharist that included an interesting and inspiring sermon. 
Thereafter, elections to diocesan offices and other business proceeded smoothly with little if any 
disagreement.  The speakers on the whole were interesting, and some were funny.  In particular, 
we were favored with the presence of the Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, who gave 
an inspiring talk.  The attendees were interested, committed Christians, and I believe that all of 
us left the convention with the thought of how we could do more to live our Christianity in our 
daily lives.  
 
Videos from Diocesan Convention 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s 
Sermon  

Bishop Stokes’ Address 
The Way of St. Paul; 2016 and Beyond  



Diocesan Year in Review 
Know Your Story, Live it Boldly 
Camden Pilgrimage with Presiding 
Bishop Curry 
Camden Pilgrimage: UrbanPromise 

Extended Version  
Reports to Convention 
Persons Elected 
Resolutions as Passed 

 
Top Moments of the Convention 
• Learning how the way of St. Paul is being lived throughout the diocese. Click here for more.  
• Exploring the streets of Camden and learning of the great work being done there by Episcopal 

churches and our partners with the Presiding Bishop.Click here for a short video on this and 
click here for an extended video.  

• Our Year-in-Review reflection on the humbling and fantastic moments throughout the diocese 
over the last 12 months. Click here for video.  

• Our new multi-year initiative, Know Your Story, Live It Boldly, in which we’ll rededicate 
our connections to scripture in order to more wholly proclaim the Good News of the 
Kingdom in our communities. Click here for a video introduction to this theme. 

 
Kudos to Musicians Who Made Holy Week Special 
By Andrew Kilkenny, Grace Music Director, Grace Church Plainfield 
 
First and foremost I want to thank all musicians who helped make Holy Week a wonderful 
journey to Easter! We had choristers from Holy Cross and All Saints join with us on Good 
Friday.  It was such a wonderful sound to have so many singers in our chancel.  
 
In April, our very own Jonah Levinson will perform in the show RENT at the Cabaret Theatre at 
Rutgers-New Brunswick where he is currently an undergraduate student. His shows will be  
April 15 -16. You can visit http://www.cabarettheatre.org/box-office/  to purchase tickets. 
 
On April 23, the Third Annual RSCM (Royal School of Church Music) Choral Festival will be 
held at the Church of St. Andrew and the Holy Communion Episcopal Church (160 West South 
Orange Avenue in South Orange) at 3 p.m.  I will be participating in this event.  If you are 
interested in attending or would like to participate, please see me at anytime or email me at 
andrew@graceplainfield.org.   
 
On May 15, Grace Church choir will hold Evensong at 4 p.m., followed by a reception.  It will 
be roughly a 20-minute evening prayer, all of which will be sung.  Look for your invite 
something around the middle of this month. Please come and support our choir members at this 
service. We will sing music from Brahms, Buxtehude, Byrd, Howells, Stanford, and many more. 
I thank you for all your continued support! 
 
Children’s Sunday School 
By Lynnette Taitt, superintendent, Children’s Sunday School 
Program 
  
The children in Grace’s Sunday School program have been hard at 
work during the Lenten season.  They learned about Jesus’s 
ministry drawing to a close; the Last Supper and how Jesus 
prepared his disciples for his death; Jesus’s arrest, trial and 
crucifixion; and how Mary prepared his body for burial.  As part of 
their Lenten/Easter studies, the children made crosses to remember 
Christ’s sacrifice.   
 
The Grace Church Children’s Sunday School is held at 10:30 a.m. every Sunday except the 
fourth Sunday, when the children join their families for the service in church.  The program is 
geared for boys and girls from 4- to 14-years-old. After the bible lesson of the day is read and 
discussed, the children have a craft activity that relates to the lesson. 
 
Photos Taken Next Month for the New Grace Pictorial Directory: 
Schedule Your Appointment Today – At No Cost 
 
Now is the time for all Grace Members to schedule an appointment for a professional 
photography session so that your or your family’s picture can be included in the new Grace 



Church pictorial directory. 
 
There is no cost for you to have your picture taken – either individually or with other members of 
your family.  Our goal is for everyone to take part so that our new directly will be complete.  We 
can’t succeed at that goal without you! 
 
A professional photographer will be at Grace Church to take photos from 3 p.m. until 7 p.m. on 
May 11, 12 and 13; and from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. on May 14. There are three ways to make your 
appointment:  

(1) Online by visiting the Grace Church website, www.graceplainfield.org, and clicking on 
the link for the new photo directory 

(2) Use the sign-up sheets at church 
(3)  Online by clicking the link below:  

https://instant-scheduling.com/sch.php?kn=763&typId=54923&step=2 
 
Please allow about an hour for your appointment.  You will be able to see proofs of your 
photographs immediately on the photographer’s computer.  There is no cost for the photography 
sitting or for an 8 X 10 copy of your portrait.  If you wish, you will be able to buy additional 
prints for family and friends.  Please sign up today! 
 
In addition, please help ensure that we have your most up-to-date contact information by 
completing this form.  You can copy and paste the form and email it to 
office@graceplainfield.org; or you can print and clip the form and put it in the collection plate, 
or leave it in the office or give it to Karen Moore. 
 
I am a member of Grace Church: Y__ N__ 
My name:_____________________________________________________________________ 
My home address:_______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
My email address:_______________________________________________________________ 
My home phone number:______________________My cell number:______________________ 
My birthday: Month:_________________________ Day: _____ 
My spouse’s name:______________________________________________________________ 
My child(ren)’s name(s) and birthdates:______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
I am involved in the following ministries 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 
Plainfield Community Outreach: Annual Campaign to End 
Hunger 
By Karen Oliver Moore, President, Plainfield Community Outreach Board of Directors 
 
Grace’s Kitchen, a program operated by Plainfield Community Outreach 
(PCO), Grace Church’s 501(c)3 organization, has been serving meals to 
homeless and needy people in the greater Plainfield community for more 
than 20 years.  Today, the need remains as strong as ever, and our 
commitment to feed the hungry is also as strong as ever.  But we can’t do 
it alone.  So, PCO is now reaching out to you to ask you to support our 
Annual Campaign to Fight Hunger, which we hold in March and April 
every year. 
 
Despite cutbacks in federal aid and grant programs that help provide food, shelter and other basic 
necessities, Grace’s Kitchen managed to serve an average of 850 meals to hungry men, women 
and children during the last five days of every month in 2015.  And we also offered screenings 
for high blood pressure and diabetes and free dental care delivered by professionals who 
volunteered their time and talent.  What’s more, shortly before the start of the new school year, 
we gave backpacks and school supplies to Grace’s Kitchen children.  And in December, the 21st 



Century Learning Program – another organization under the umbrella of PCO – gave care 
packages to our guests present on the fifth day of the feeding program. 
 
We want to continue do more to make a positive impact on the lives of the individuals and 
families who depend on us.   Please open your heart and give as generously as you can during 
our Annual Campaign to Fight Hunger. 
  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATION! 
Please print/clip and return this form with your donation 

 
Plainfield Community Outreach, Inc. 

600 Cleveland Avenue, Plainfield, N.J. 07060 
(908) 756-7897x16    www.educateplainfield.org 

 

Plainfield Community Outreach is a tax exempt organization under Section 501©(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code.  If your employer has a Matching Gifts program that matches your charitable giving, please 
let us know and we will be happy to complete any paperwork necessary to receive matching funds. Please 
make your check payable to Plainfield Community Outreach.   
To participate in the Annual Campaign to End Hunger, we need to receive your donation by April 30, 2016. 
 
Name ________________________________________________________________________  
 
Amount enclosed $______________________________________________________________  
 
Address ______________________________________________________________________  
 
City, State, Zip  ________________________________________________________________  
 
Email: ____________________________________  Telephone__________________________          
 
My employer has a Matching Gifts Program.    
[     ] Please contact me to complete the Matching Gifts paperwork.  
[     ] I will complete the paperwork so that my employer will match my donation to Plainfield Community 
Outreach. 
 
Women of Grace Gives Away Dozens of Easter Baskets 
By Karen Moore, President, The Women of Grace 
 

 
 

Thanks to generous donations from Grace 
Church members, the Women of Grace was 
once again able to play Easter Bunny this 
year.  About 75 baskets were collected, 
filled, and given to children of Grace and to 
the children of Grace Church friends and 
family.  Sincere thanks from the Women of 
Grace to all who helped us make Easter 
more fun for our children

 
21st Century Learning Program Students Help Families in Flint  
By Patience Smith 

 



The 21st Century Learning Program collected 150 cases of water in February for the Families in 
Flint project.   Families of students in the program came to Grace Church to help load the truck 
that was transporting the water to help families affected by the water crisis in Flint, Michigan.  
They also participated in a Homework Help Dinner Series that evening to learn about other ways 
they can become involved in the community.  Father Gideon was a guest speaker at the event. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
SAVE THE DATES 
 

April 15-16 Grace choir member Jonah Levinson performs in Rent at the 
Cabaret Theatre at Rutgers-New Brunswick.  Visit 
http://www.cabarettheatre.org/box-office/ to purchase tickets. 

Saturday, April 23 Third Annual RSCM (Royal School of Church Music) Choral 
Festival.  The Church of St. Andrew and the Holy Communion 
Episcopal Church, 160 West South Orange Avenue in South 
Orange, at 3 p.m.  

Sunday, May 1 Rogation Sunday Celebration with blessing of the Grace Church 
Community Garden. 

Saturday, May 7 Brenda Loncke, chair of Hospitality and vice president of The 
Women of Grace, is honored by the Guyana American Heritage 
Foundation for exemplary community service at a black tie 
awards dinner at the Robert Treat Hotel in Newark.  Tickets are 
$65 each. To buy tickets to share this special evening with 
Brenda, please contact the Guyana American Heritage 
Foundation at 973 951-9898 or Ladyira@aol.com. 

May 11-14 Appointments for professional photography session for new 
Grace Church pictorial directory.  

Sunday, May 15 Grace Church choir sings Evensong, Grace Church, 4 p.m.  
Reception follows at 4:30. 

Sunday, June 5 National Celebration of Guyana 
Sunday, July 9 National Celebration for the United States of America 
Sunday, September 11 National Celebration for Trinidad 
Saturday, October 8 Bus Trip to Pennsylvania Dutch Country and performance of 

Samson at Sight and Sound Theatre in Lancaster, PA 
Saturday, December 10 Annual Christmas Fellowship Evening Dinner Dance, Parish 

Hall, Grace Church 
 
NOTES FROM AROUND THE DIOCESE OF NEW JERSEY 

April 8, 2016  
 FROM THE BISHOP 
Dear People of the Diocese of New Jersey, 
 
Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself 
in all the scriptures. Luke 24:27 

Some of the more interesting conversations I had as a parish priest occurred in bible studies 
when we discussed the resurrection and grappled with the variety of texts in the New Testament 
that bear witness to it. In the original version of Mark’s Gospel, there is no resurrection 
appearance at all, just a recognition that the tomb was empty and a proclamation that “He has 
been raised; he is not here!” (Mark 16:1-8). In Matthew, Jesus appears in Galilee, at the 
“mountain to which Jesus had directed them.” Some doubt his appearance, but Jesus 
commissions them to “Go...and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:16-20). 



In Luke, Jesus appears to two disciples walking on the road to Emmaus. They don’t recognize 
him as they walk along discussing all the things that had happened in Jerusalem. When they stop 
for a meal, however, the heretofore unrecognized figure takes the bread, blesses, breaks and 
gives it to them. “Then,” Luke tells us, “their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he 
vanished from their sight.” Apparently they didn’t recognize him from his physical appearance; 
they recognized him from a set of distinctive gestures. They knew him in the breaking of the 
bread (Luke 24:13-32). 

In that same narrative, Luke tells us that Jesus had appeared to Simon, but he never gives us 
details about this appearance (Luke 24:34). He does tell us that Jesus appeared to the disciples 
when they were gathered together later that Easter day, after the incident on the road to Emmaus 
(Luke 24:36-49). They were talking about him, listening to the two who had that mysterious 
encounter on the Emmaus road, listening to Peter, I assume, when Jesus “stood among them and 
said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’” Luke writes, “They were startled and terrified and thought 
they were seeing a ghost.” Jesus questions them, “Why are you frightened and why do doubts 
arise in your hearts?” Hadn’t they believed him when he predicted all of this, told them all of this 
would happen? He invites them to touch his flesh. He joins them for a fish dinner. It all 
underscores his “corporeality.” He teaches them, yet one more time, “that everything written 
about me in the law of Moses, the prophets and the psalms must be fulfilled” (Luke 24:44). 
According to Luke, the risen Lord, “opened their minds to understand the scriptures...” (Luke 
24:45). 
 
In John’s gospel, Mary Magdalen discovers the empty tomb on Easter morning. She runs and 
tells the disciples. Peter and the so-called “beloved disciple” race to the tomb to investigate. 
They find it empty just as Mary Magdalen had said. They leave. Mary remains behind when, 
suddenly, Jesus appears to her. She doesn’t recognize him and mistakes him for a gardener. It 
isn’t until he calls her by name that she comes to realize who he is (John 20:1-16). John also 
relates an appearance of Jesus to his disciples when they are fear-filled and lock themselves in a 
room. Similar to Luke’s account, Jesus stands among them and says, “Peace be with you.” He 
shows them his wounds, as he would later do with Thomas. It appears that his wounds 
authenticate his identity (John 20:19-30). John also tells a “fish story” during which Jesus 
appears to his disciples by the Sea of Tiberias. He gives them some fishing advice, which they 
follow. It results in a great catch. Jesus then joins them for breakfast and engages in a poignant 
conversation in which Peter is restored to his grace (John 21). 

Wonder-filled, mysterious, challenging, and inscrutable, the resurrection accounts raise as many 
questions as they answer.  Biblical scholar Luke Timothy Johnson has written, “It is useless to 
tease such narratives into saying something other than what they say. They tell us a tale not of a 
great psychological struggle that issued in conviction, but of surprising and totally unexpected 
encounter that issued in mission.” Johnson continues, 

The resurrection faith, then, meant more than a conviction that Jesus had resumed his life for a 
time and appeared to some of his followers. It was a conviction, corroborated by the present 
experience of his power even years after his death, that he was alive in a new and powerful way; 
that he shared, indeed, God’s life...But further, that what happened and is still happening in this 
singular historical person affects radically and powerfully the existence of every human being 
because that man now shares the life of the ultimate, transcendent, power of God (The Writings 
of the New Testament - An Interpretation, Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1986 - pp. 104, 106.) 

By Christ’s resurrection and through the waters of baptism, we have been called into that same 
power and into that love. 
 
Know your story, live it boldly! 

On Easter Day, the Lord acted. Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Blessings and peace during this Great 50 Days of Easter.   
 

 
The Right Reverend William H. (Chip) Stokes, D.D. 
XII Bishop of New Jersey 



The Bishop's Spring Conference: 
#FormingFaith: Lifelong & Life Wide 

April 16, 2016. 
   

Building on our diocesan theme,   
Know Your Story, Live It Boldly 

presenters Lisa Kimball, Jose Reyes, Eduardo Solomón Rivera, and 
Kate Siberine will 

help us learn and develop new and innovative ideas for our own 
contexts. 

Click to register and learn more! 
 
 
 

 
Episcopal Network for Animal Welfare  
Do you have passion and enthusiasm for the welfare of animals?  If you do, then you might be 
interested in joining Deacon Christopher Cox in forming a group that advocates for the 
responsible and ethical care of animals. 
 
Resolutions passed at the General Conventions of 2003 and 2009 called on the Episcopal Church 
to recognize that the care of animals falls within the stewardship of God’s creation.  The 
resolutions condemn husbandry methods that cause suffering, such as conditions found in puppy 
mills; advocate for animal protection legislation and enforcement; provide educational resources 
about decisions that affect the lives and health of endangered species, farm food animals and 
domestic animals; and provide pastoral care for people who grieve the loss of a companion 
animal. 
 
The Episcopal Network for Animal Welfare (ENAW) is the US arm of the Anglican Society 
for the Welfare of Animals, and was formed as an immediate witness to draw more involvement, 
membership, and action on behalf of animals in our nation and Church. Although ENAW’s 
activities have waned in recent years, its website and related links provide valuable material for 
parishes and dioceses wishing to implement the General Convention resolutions in practical and 
realistic ways. 
 
Deacon Cox, a life-long animal welfare advocate, is investigating the level of interest in forming 
a diocesan-wide Episcopal Network for Animal Welfare team to implement some or all of these 
resolutions in New Jersey.  “Initial efforts will focus on improving education and awareness of 
the many animal welfare issues that result from our 21st century lifestyle, and to consider how 
God is calling us to respond. Understanding and building on existing parish-level ministries will 
be another part of the team’s initial work,” he says.  If you are interested in supportin this 
ministry, have questions, or if you have resource to offer, please contact Deacon Christopher 
Cox. 
 
APRIL 25 IS THE FEAST DAY FOR SAINT MARK THE EVANGELIST 
(First Century AD – May 8, 68), founder of the Church of Alexandria. His symbol is the winged 
lion. He was one of the “Seventy Disciples” who were sent out by Jesus to saturate Judea with 
the gospel (Luke 10:1ff.). However, when Jesus explained that his flesh was “real food” and his 
blood was “real drink,” many disciples left him (John 6:44–6:66), presumably including Mark. 
He was later restored to faith by the apostle Peter.  He then became Peter’s interpreter, may have 
written the Gospel of Mark, founded the Church of Africa, and became the Bishop of 
Alexandria. 
 
Herod Agrippa I in his first year of reign over the whole Judea (AD 41) 
killed James, son of Zebedee and arrested Peter, planning to kill him 
after the Passover. Peter was saved miraculously by angels, and escaped 
(Acts 12:1–19). Peter went to Antioch, then through Asia Minor, visiting 
the churches in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.  He 
arrived in Rome in the second year of Emperor Claudius. Along the 
way, Peter picked up Mark and took him as travel companion and 
interpreter. Mark the Evangelist wrote down the sermons of Peter, thus 
composing the Gospel according to Mark before he left for Alexandria 



in the third year of Claudius.  In AD 49, about 19 years after the Ascension of Jesus, Mark 
traveled to Alexandria  [Acts 15:36–41] and founded the Church of Alexandria.  Mark the 
Evangelist became the first bishop of Alexandria and he is honored as the founder of Christianity 
in Africa.  
 

There is some dispute over whether Mark the Evangelist is actually the author of the Gospel of 
Mark.  Some scholars believe the author was John Mark and still others believe it was Mark the 
Cousin of Barnabas.   Identifying Mark the Evangelist with John Mark has also led to identifying 
him as the man who carried water to the house where the Last Supper took place (Mark 14:13), 
or as the young man who ran away naked when Jesus was arrested (Mark 14:51–52). 
 
The Coptic Church agrees with identifying Mark the Evangelist with John Mark and that Mark 
the Evangelist hosted the disciples in his house after Jesus’ death, that the resurrected Jesus 
Christ came to Mark’s house (John 20), and that the Holy Spirit descended on the disciples at 
Pentecost in the same house.  Mark is also believed to have been among the servants at the 
Marriage at Cana who poured out the water that Jesus turned to wine (John 2:1–11). 
 
According to the Coptic tradition, Mark the Evangelist was born in Cyrene, a city in the 
Pentapolis of North Africa (now Libya). This tradition adds that Mark returned to Pentapolis 
later in life, after being sent by Paul to Colossae (Colossians 4:10; Philemon 24) and serving 
with him in Rome (2 Tim 4:11), although some think these actually refer to Mark the Cousin of 
Barnabas.  From Pentapolis he made his way to Alexandria. When Mark returned to Alexandria, 
the pagans of the city resented his efforts to turn the Alexandrians away from the worship of 
their traditional gods. In AD 68, they placed a rope around his neck and dragged him through the 
streets until he was dead. 
 
THOUGHTS FOR THE MONTH 

  

             
 
 
 
 
Do you have news to share? Is your birthday or anniversary coming up?  Send a note to 
karen@graceplainfield.org to include it in Full of Grace. 


