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RECTOR’S REPORT 
 
REV. CAROLYN H. EKLUND 
 
During a recent lecture I attended, bible scholar Walter Brueggeman described the current atmosphere of 
mainline Churches as anxious.  He acknowledged the fact that the cultural ground is shifting beneath us and 
“church as usual” is long past.  Brueggeman gently suggested that it may be apparent that, like many biblical 
characters, God is calling us to “leave our own homeland” for a someplace new.  For some, it’s the unknown 
“Promised Land.”  For others it is a kind of “exile.”   
 
Perhaps 2009 felt like a kind of “exile” as financial uncertainty was central in the lives of many people.  For 
the church, though, “exile” might be a place God is calling us to.  It might a place apart from the swiftly 
shifting cultural norms that draw us away from God:  consumer consumption, forsaking of the needy 
neighbor, winning at any cost and squandering opportunities to connect with loved ones and with God. 
 
Grace has been in a transition as we make our way from our historic homeland to a new place that we don’t 
quite know yet.  The unknown can feel a little unsettling.  Our transition is a journey outward as we minister 
more and more to the people of the City of Plainfield.  And it’s journey inward as we invite more and more 
people to experience Christ’s grace, power to forgive and God’s calm center for prayer in our beautiful, 
historic building.  We are a brave congregation as we enter into the unknown.  And as we do, I can see how it 
can transform us and energize us for more that God is calling us to.  
 
While we don’t have extra funds to offer lavish hospitality, we do what is even more important.  We exude an 
atmosphere of abundance.  By God’s grace there is plenty to go around.  Walter Brueggeman says that 
nurturing an atmosphere of abundance is the most important ministry of the Church in our changing times.  
So, we can say with confidence, “don’t be anxious,” “don’t worry.”  God is providing for God’s ministries 
along the way. 
 
As I reflect on our journey together in 2009, I am aware that our membership was not exempt from 
joblessness and even homelessness.  Wealthy suburbs were not exempt either.  Indeed, my colleagues in 
wealthier suburbs tell me that pledging was down in 2009 25%.  But at Grace, even though we still have a 
deficit budget and need many more pledges to balance it, we ended 2009 spending less of our endowment 
principal than we have in over eight years! 
 
One reason was that we were able to bridge the rental income financial gap after Upper Room Full Gospel 
Church informed us that they were moving into their own worship space.  We formed a committee headed 
by Warden Frank Walcott that developed a program to create income from you to bridge the gap for the rest 
of 2009. 
 
Our future goals must be to end deficit spending and to make a plan to increase our Fair Share to the 
Diocese.  But, our spirit of abundance helped us become better stewards of our finances in 2009. 
 
As you read on in this report, you can be proud of the fact that this parish continues to do very much with 
very little resource.  We’re off to a good start as more and more adults accept their role to develop our 
children in the faith.  With a new, simplified and interesting curriculum and an adept Sunday School 
Superintendent, Victoria David, who keeps us coordinated, Christian Education is poised to take off.  Colleen 
Gibney says we’re in “start up” phase.  Our goal is to expand adult commitment in 2010 to build up 
education and music for children and youth. 
 
Another area of improvement with little financial commitment is in the area of communications.  We spent 
less on our mailings last year when the Post Office in Plainfield phased out Bulk Mail.  Robert Gangewere, 
Ann-Marie Aymer and Jeff Spelman developed a way to distribute our newsletter through emailing and 
placing it on our website. 
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God is calling us to a different homeland at Grace Church.  It includes a fully accessible place to worship:  a 
ramp into the nave and one day soon, an accessible restroom in the narthex.  Parishioners tell me we’ve been 
waiting at least 35 years for these improvements.  Thanks to so many faithful and generous people we are on 
track to becoming a fully accessible building.   
 
One of the goals I read about in the Grace Church profile nine years ago when I prepared to be interviewed 
here was that there was a desire to develop a ministry with our Spanish-speaking neighbors.  You have begun 
to make that happen in 2009.  Our goals in 2010 are to expand this ministry to offer support to families and 
classes for English and education for high school equivalent diplomas.   
 
I am thankful for the leadership of the Vestry, headed by the Wardens.  Jason Algeo and Frank Walcott are 
the “go to” people in times of joy and in times of worry.  Thank you retiring Vestry members:  Winsley 
Rudder, LeRoy Trotz and Denise Simmons.  I want to thank Rudy Archer, Barbara Blix, Carrie Hayes, Mary 
Testori, Noel Taitt and Kristen Foley.  I’m also grateful for the staff; Robert Gangewere is a superb musician 
and choirmaster.  Now, he is organizing things administratively in the office as our Administrative Secretary.  
I’m thankful for our deacon Rev. Ted Moore and his pastoral care and leadership on Health Ministries 
Commission.  I want to thank our new clergy associate, Rev. Matthew Engleby who is helping us plant a new 
Spanish-speaking congregation.  
 
I’m pleased with our accomplishments and gracious acceptance of the new path God has called us to travel at 
Grace.  And so, read this report and pray for God to continue to guide us to our new homeland – a place of 
abundance where God is revealing to us new possibilities of ministry, new ways to be better stewards of the 
resources God has given us and exciting ways to be “church” in this new decade. 
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WARDENS’ REPORTS 
 
JASON ALGEO 
 
My term as Warden is over, though based on our by-laws (and constant reminders from our Rector and 
fellow warden) you can serve two consecutive terms.  So, like any good person in office, I run again and will 
be grateful and honored to serve this congregation for another two years to help our church experience the 
grace of God; bestowing grace to our parishioners and our community and by serving in faith and in the 
direction of our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
The best I can do as a leader of Grace Church is to follow the direction and teachings of  Jesus; and if I’m 
blessed to be one-tenth of what he was and asked us to do I would consider myself fortunate and I believe 
our church would experience fortune too.    
 
Fortune does not necessarily mean an abundance of money.  That, I am afraid is not our likely outcome any 
time soon.  The world we live in 2009 and 2010 is currently experiencing economic hardships and job 
instability and loss which are affecting not only the country at large but also our own members.  This has 
created uncertainty in the way we live and give but I am proud of our congregation that in these difficult 
times that we still have the ability to look to God first, with prayer and with alms and with fellowship and 
pastoral care.  Because the greatest gift we have is not necessarily what we have in our wallets and in our 
pocketbooks but what we have in our hearts and in our intentions.  
 
I believe and I feel that our hearts are filled with the Holy Spirit to continue what Jesus has asked us to do; 
give our time, our talents and our treasurer to benefit our fellow man.  Like the woman who only had two 
coins and gave one, our members are willing to give their talent and treasurer to keep Grace Church up and 
running, moving forward and helping others. 
  
In the decade that I have been attending Grace Church I could fill this annual report with all of the time, 
talent and treasurer our members, past and present, have given to Grace Church.  So as I embark in another 
term as Warden of Grace Church I will reflect on the service I witnessed and experienced over these past ten 
years and will use those as my guides to continue to keep Grace Church strong and to be a place our 
community can rely on.   
 
We are just passing through this world and are given and entrusted with Time, Talent, and Treasure to use for 
God’s glory and our good.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
FRANK WALCOTT 
 
I first want to premise my report by giving you a synopsis of what is a Warden and the duties entrusted to 
him/her.  For the post two years or so we have had a number of new parishioners who have joined Grace 
Church, and I think it fitting that the new members know of our procedure for electing a warden. 
 
Although an Episcopal Church usually has two Wardens, there are some differences among dioceses in the 
way Wardens are chosen and in the titles they are given. 
 
In some dioceses, one warden is elected at the annual meeting, like this one for a term of two years.  In other 
dioceses, the Rector appoints a Rector’s Warden, while the Vestry elects a people’s warden.  Some parishes 
have by-laws that specify that the Vestry designates which one is Senior, and that person need to be senior in 
terms of length of service. 
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It is inevitable that both Wardens will play an important role not only in the Vestry, but also in setting the 
tone for the parish as a whole. 
 
The warden’s life in general and faithfulness in worship that will set an example and provide leadership which 
is more than executive ability. 
 
Here at Grace, I am beginning my second year as Junior Warden.  Jason Algeo is now finishing his second 
year as Senior Warden and can be elected again for another two-year term., as permitted by our by-laws. 
 
Having the experience of being a Warden in another church in another diocese for a number of years, I have 
the perspective to see that my former parish operated just about the same way as we do here at Grace.  
Having been elected Warden here at Grace, it was the first time I served under a female Rector, I wondered 
would it be good of bad?  (Maybe Mother Carolyn would want to know the answer, too!).  Luckily for me I 
had eight years to make an adjustment, including three years as Vestryman, but it was the able way Mother 
Carolyn has handled the affairs of the Parish which made it easy for me. 
 
My ministry here at Grace has been both satisfying and rewarding.  It is not an easy task to be involved in 
administration of an Episcopal Church, but Grace has an internal force that drives it forward and manages to 
get things done, move all encumbrances out of the way and most of it’s accomplishments can be attributed to 
the wonderful stewards that walk through its doors on Sunday mornings, along with an astute Vestry giving 
rock solid leadership.  With our prayers and thanks to God we are satisfied with our accomplishments.  Case 
in point.  When the Upper Room Gospel Church vacated the premises, it left us with a gap in our budgeted 
income, but with foresight and consultation with the Rector and Vestry we came up with a plan: A Space for 
Grace.  After two Sundays parishioners gave to fill that financial gap. 
 
Our treasurer will speak about the loan to the Diocese and we are well on our way to repay the loan by the 
year 2013, thanks again to the wonderful people of Grace and the Governor’s Rally.   
 
Speaking about our accomplishments, we had our first outdoor service during the summer and we are asking 
that it be repeated again this year.  Our new time early service has brought on new dimensions in that, the 
congregation has increased, and how about our youth and family service, that too is very much appreciated.  
All of the above is again attributed to the solid leadership of Mother Carolyn and the way she has delegated 
the help of dedicated parishioners. 
 
During late last year a concerted effort has been done to fulfill our Mission Statement and the Great 
Commission by branching out into the community to welcome new Spanish Ministry.  Our thanks to a few 
members of Grace to join us on Saturday evenings to meet and welcome people of the Spanish speaking 
public.   
 
We have made a bold step is assuring that our handicapped persons have adequate access to our building.  
With the painstaking efforts of Robert Wilson, John Eklund, Trevor King, Dennis Bazzey, Leroy Trotz, 
Jason Algeo, Tim Mann, Bob Carlson and Barbara Nichols we now have a handicap ramp. 
 
Last year the Vestry established an Accessibility Task Force to handle any new projects in our building and I 
am happy to report that we now are accepting bids for the plumbing to build a new bathroom in the Narthex 
of the church. 
 
I can only finish my report by saying that in spite of the financial climate that has this nation in a state of flux, 
I say to all of you give God thanks for Grace Church and for the people that are sustaining it, and we will 
prevail.  
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Treasurer’s Report 
 

The Financial Condition of Grace Episcopal Church 
for the year ended 2009 

JOHN R. TAITT                                                 24 January 2009 
 
Executive Summary 
 
Grace remained resilient in the face of the tough economic environment for the year 2009.  Apart from 
parishioners giving of approximately $163,000, our partnership with Plainfield Community Outreach through 
the government educational 21st Century grant after School Program has been the other main contributor to 
our income base with an annual income of approximately $21,000.  The Upper Room Gospel Church vacated 
our premises in July and through the goodwill offering of our parishioners we were able to meet our rental 
income budget.  However, we were able to offset the loss of income by the frugal management of expenses, 
and the financial and non-financial contributions from our good faith parishioners.  With this astute 
financial management we withdrew from the endowment only $17,500 from the approved $25,000.  Details 
are further outlined under the “income and expenses” section.  All of this was accomplished even with an 
overall decline in average attendance of 5%. 
 
Assets 
 
The Church maintains four checking accounts, two certificate of deposits and two endowment brokerage 
accounts.  The checking accounts are an exchange account which is used to temporarily store committed 
funds, a general account which is used for operating income and expenses, a general endowment, from which 
the parish currently draws $1,800 per month based on earnings from the fund, and a restricted fund account, 
from which money can be withdrawn only for purposes specified by the donors.  The balance in these 
accounts at December 31, 2009 as compared to 2008 is:  
 
              2009    2008 
 
    Exchange Checking        $29,797      $13,932 
         
    General Checking          $17,748   $16,191   
          
    Endowment Funds Checking 
       General                      $10,232   $ 6,615         
       Restricted                       2,873      5,027           
                                      -------      -------                
    Total Endowment Checking        $13,105          $11,642          
                -------      -------              
    Total Checking Accounts     $60,650     $41,765 
            -------              ------- 
    Certificates of Deposit        $20,000          $31,233 
 
    Endowment Accounts 
       General                             $346,656              348,710                 
       Restricted                   208,576              193,173    
                                                       --------                --------    
    Total Endowment Accounts                  $555,232          $541,883    
                                                         --------               --------     
  Total Financial Position                    $635,882          $614,881 
                              ========        ======= 
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The Exchange checking account includes $2,772 from the 2009 and 2010 Governors’ rally; $1,450 donation 
to the organ fund; $1,280 to the Rectory maintenance fund and $13,752 donation to the Accessibility 
bathroom Fund.  The Certificate of deposits are invested with PNC Bank and represent $5,000 from the 2009 
Governors’ rally @.9% maturing on 1/12/10 and $15,000 from the 2010 Governor’s rally @ 1.14% maturing 
on 2/23/10.  The vestry approved both investment strategies.  
 
The endowment accounts reflect the market value of the portfolios at December 31, 2009.  The majority of 
both portfolios (85%) are invested in the equities and bond markets with the remainder spread over holdings 
in money market, mutual funds and limited partnerships.  The market value of the General Endowment 
remained flat from 2008 to 2009.  This is remarkable considering the principal withdrawals 
mentioned in the opening paragraph which was largely offset by the positive impact of the 
turnaround in the economy.  
 
Income and Expenses for the Year ended 2009 
 
Attached (Appendix #1) is a summary of 2009 actual income and expenses in comparison with budgeted 
income and expenses.  As shown, the parish ended the year with a net income of $1,560 inclusive of transfers 
from the Endowment of $17,500 (shown in account J1).  Without this transfer, the parish ended the year with 
an overall net loss of $(15,940) as compared to a budgeted net loss of $(24,955).  The major contributors to 
the unfavorable performance were the 3% loss in pledges due to attrition, lower income from our trust funds 
and unanticipated plumbing expenses.  The unfavorable items were offset by higher than expected income 
from the Christmas silent auction, the steel band concert in May and savings related to lower parish 
development costs.   
 
 Audit 
 
To comply with the diocesan requirement of having annual audits performed, an agreement was made with 
Holy Cross in North Plainfield to conduct mutual audits of each other’s financial position.  We have not 
received information from Holy Cross and therefore we have not completed the audit of Holy Cross for the 
year ended 2008 but they have completed the audit of our accounts for the same period.  The audit report is 
shown in Appendix #2. 
 
Diocesan Loan 
 
We are current on our loan repayment schedule to the diocese.  The principal balance of the loan at 
December 31st, 2009 is $61,006.  Final payment is due July 1, 2013. 
 
2010 Governors Rally 
 
The Governors’ Rally Campaign was held again in 2009 and collected $18,903 after expenses.  Based on the 
results of the 2009 and 2010 Governors’ rally, payments towards the Diocesan loan are secured through mid 
March 2011. 
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2010 Budget 
 
The budget adopted by the Vestry for 2010 is shown in the left column of Appendix #3.  For purposes of 
comparison, Appendix #3 also shows the actual income and expenditures of the parish for the past four 
years. 
 
INCOME - The Vestry has elected to pursue a somewhat flat position for 2010 relative to the 2009 budget 
even with actual 2009 results realizing a 3% decrease from the 2009 budget.  This is shown in category (A1).  
Final results have not been tabulated and a detailed analysis is included in the report from The Stewardship 
Committee.  The “Facilities Use Income” category (C1) only includes space rental income from Alcoholics 
Anonymous, and Plainfield Community Outreach.  Space rental for the Chapel is being pursued through 
various avenues. 
 
EXPENSE – Due to tough economic environment there is a cost of living increase of 2.8% only for one 
staff member.  This cost and related benefits are shown in salaries – categories (K1 & K2).  Health benefits 
have increased by 7% - category (K4).  We have continued the policy from last year of providing a $3,000 
provision for possible future maintenance in the Church - category (M3).  We have included a modest 
increase for musicians based on Robert Gangewere’s recommendation and this is visible in category (P22).  
The leadership of the parish and rector are continuing our goal begun in 2007 to increase membership and 
visibility in the community.  This goal includes evangelism and outreach of $1,000.  This item is included in 
category (Q5).  There is a modest increase of $1,000 or (6%) in our Diocesan pledge category (R1).  
 
With these challenges our total expenses budgeted for 2009 have decreased by 2.9% in comparison to 
the 2008 actual results.  The net result is that the 2009 budget projects a loss of ($30,620). 
 
Not reflected in the budget are the projected expenses to be incurred in 2010 for the installation of 
the accessibility bathroom in the narthex of the Church.  We have collected donations to date of 
$13,752 and donations are being received to cover this project.  
 
 
Summary 
 
Based on the 2010 budget presented we are requesting authorization to utilize principal up to $31,000 from 
the General endowment to meet this shortfall.  This is predicated on the stewardship commission achieving 
its campaign goal considering the current economic environment.  Let’s continue God’s work in Plainfield 
with hope and faith. 
        
                                                 John R Taitt 
 
                                                 Treasurer 
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Stewardship Commission 
 
ROBERT WILSON 
 
During 2009, the Stewardship Commission has used its quarterly letters to discuss the scope of the work 
within the Church and in the wider community supported by the Grace Church community by financial 
donations (both through pledging and through other donations) and by volunteer work.  We are truly 
thankful for these enormous contributions. 
 
As the year closes, we are in the process of collecting pledges for support of Grace Church during 2010.  
Pledges that have been received as this is written (on New Year’s Eve) account for 70% of our goal of 
$132,000.   
 
Two of our members left the Stewardship Commission during the year:  Victoria David in order to devote 
more time to her duties in Christian Education, and LeRoy Trotz who has retired and moved to Delaware.  
We are thankful for their service and will miss them.  We have recently welcomed two new members:  
Kristen Foley and Prince Hinds.  With these changes, the membership of the Stewardship Commission is 
now: 
 

Robert Wilson, Convener  Kristen Foley 
Cheryl Adams    Prince Hinds 
Dr. Rudy Archer   Maureen Johnson  
Dennis Bazzey    Winsley Rudder 

 
 
 
 
 
 

GRACE MINISTRIES & OUTREACH 
 
 
ACCESSIBILITY TASK FORCE 

 
BARBARA NICHOLS 
 
Hooray!  Except for staining, the ramp is done!  It has even passed inspection.  Pass the word- the ramp is 
open for business.  Thanks to all who made it possible especially to Robert Wilson and John Eklund who 
persevered and completed all the little jobs after the bulk of the work was completed. 
 
Now we’re on to the next stage of our accessibility mandate.  We have the plans and the bids to build a 
restroom in the west end of the Narthex.  We changed the location, with Vestry approval, from an unused 
side vestibule to the Narthex.  The task force reconsidered the location of the restroom because of comments 
made by numerous guests during the Confirmation service last spring.  They felt they would be disrupting the 
service if they had to walk to the front to reach the current restrooms.  Going to the back makes more sense.  
In the next few weeks, we will begin a fund raising campaign, decide on the contractors and get the permits.  
Work should begin soon. 
 
We appreciate everyone’s contributions of time, treasure, and patience as we slowly work through the 
accessibility projects. 
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ACOLYTES 

 
DAVE MAGEE 
 
Our acolytes assist in leading worship by being crucifer and/or torchbearers at our main service.  During the 
High Holy Days we add a thurifer and boat bearer.  Our current acolytes are Molly Kosso, Celeste Simmons, 
Michael Simmons, Ian Simmons, Stephen Hart, Alyssa Archer, Alexis Andrew, Darion Andrew, Ni Mills, and 
Briana Hinds. 
 
If you would like to have your child (age 9 or older) please speak to the rector or myself. 
 
 
 
ALTAR GUILD 

 
Dave Magee 
 
The Altar Guild is charged with maintaining all the Holy Vessels and linens used in worship here at Grace 
Church.  We are responsible for cleaning the altar area, the brass railings, and maintaining the votive stand.  
Mary Testori arranges all the memorial flowers and orders the Easter and Christmas flowers.  Thank you, 
Mary.  Until Eunice Trotz moved away in December she had the responsibility for maintaining the linens 
used for worship.  Thank you, Eunice.  Cheryl Adams has taken on this responsibility.  Thank you, Cheryl. 
 
The members of the Altar Guild are Cheryl Adams, Joyce Bazzey, Paula Hinds, Barbara Nichols, Carol Taitt, 
Lynnette Taitt, Mary Testori and our newest member Susette Ceres. 
   
If you think you would like to be a part of the Altar Guild please speak to the rector. 
 
 
 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

 
MARY TESTORI 
 
In 2009 we started our Festivities with our Martin Luther King Day Program.  Our musical guest was Radam 
Schwartz on piano and Madame Pat Tandy as our vocalist.  Madame Tandy sung an outstanding rendition of 
“Strange Fruit.”  Our Keynote speaker was Jay Jefferson Cooke, Associate Editor of the Courier Newspaper.  
Each year we ask members of the audience, young and old to recite words of Dr. King, it is truly a moving 
experience.  This year we added a twist to our Coffee house session.  We featured the Rumba Con Son, 
Musica Envivo salsa band.  Having a band on our stage in Knickle Hall was great! 
 
Many enjoyed the Feast of Absalom Jones on February 12th as we listened to Rev. Andy Moore of St. 
Elizabeth give the Homily.  Rev. Andrea Hayden of St. Augustine in Asbury Park was our celebrant.  Both 
visiting priests brought parishioners from their respective churches with them which led to an enjoyable 
fellowship later in Grace Lounge. 
 
At our 8am and 10:30 service we had slave narratives performed by parishioners and members of the Young 
Orators of N.J.  Over 130 people enjoyed our Gala banquet that was held on February 21.  The Good News 
Community Choir of Plainfield was our musical guest.  Our guest speakers were a young aspiring Attorney 
named Mr. Adam Hunter, Esq. and Lindsay Davis, a news reporter with an affiliate station of WABC. 
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BUILDING & GROUNDS (ADMINISTRATION) COMMISSION 

 
JASON ALGEO 
 
I think I could pretty much write the same thing in this section every year when it comes to Building and 
Grounds.  The structure is huge; it is old and needs constant maintenance which is costly.  We could easily 
have a full time staff person charged with the building and grounds and that person would definitely have 
enough to do all the time.  
 
Here are some of the items that were done in 2009.  
 
Repaired some of the gutters and replaced some of the slate on the church roof.  
Made adjustments and maintenance to the boilers.  
Removed brush and bushes and generally cleared the Ackerman Garden (side yard). 
Planted a butterfly garden and a flower garden in the side yard.  
Made some changes in the Chapel and in the Nave (ex. Removal of side pews) to accommodate our new 
Spanish and Family Friendly services.  
Replaced floor tile in the parish hallway.  
We had a group of volunteers come in and paint the PCO area and the hallway of the parish house. 
Repairs made to the Rectory.  
 
We are keeping up best we can and have a list of bigger items (repairs and paint to the wooden windowsills) 
that we will look to do ourselves or if we have efficient funds, have professional contractors do the repairs. 
 
 
 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 
VICTORIA DAVID 
 
My name is Victoria David.  Last year, Mother Carolyn recruited me as the Sunday School Superintendent.  
As the Sunday School Superintendent I am responsible for assigning teachers to which Sunday they would 
like to teach; teachers and parents receive weekly friendly e-mail every Wednesday as a reminder who will be 
teaching also along with the lesson plan.  The teachers have a new wonderful curriculum that they are 
teaching the children.  We are praying for a greater commitment of parents and Grace adults to support our 
classes.  I am also asking if anyone would like to provide snacks to our students it will be greatly appreciated.  
Thank you!  
 
 
 
GRACE HEALTH MINISTRIES 

 
REV. THEODORE MOORE 
 
Health Ministries Objectives for 2009  
 
The continuation of Health Ministry programs in 2009 has been largely guided by responses to a second 
parish survey which was conducted in late 2007 plus a continuation of existing programs.  Preliminary 
objectives included: 

1. Organization of a Health Fair combined with a Street Sale  
2. Assistance with transportation to and from medical appointments. 
3. The establishment of a healing ministry through prayer and visitations. 
4. CPR certified instruction classes and periodic refresher training. 
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2009 Program Achievements  
 
CPR training and recertification classes were held during June in Knickle Hall.  
 
On July 18th the Health Ministries Committee and the Yard Sale Committee shared responsibility for a 
combination yard sale and health fair.  The event was held in the garden adjacent to the church.  
Representatives from the church family and from the following organizations displayed brochures and shared 
prevention and treatment for the following diseases: Chest pain and heart attack, Cancer (breast), Diabetes, 
Body Mass Index, Exercise, Fitness and Personal Training, High Blood Pressure, HIV/AIDS, Mental Health 
and Nutrition.  Organizations represented included Home First, NJ Family Care, Plainfield Health 
Department, Plainfield YMCA, Planned Parenthood, NJ Sharing (Organ Donations), The Red Cross, Sisters 
Network of Central New Jersey and the U. S. Census. 
 
Health Ministries Program Objectives for 2010 
 

 Continuation of the CPR/AED training plus refresher courses every six months. 

 Acquisition of a defibrillator with instructions provided for ushers and vestry persons 

 Health Fair 2010:  It has been suggested that the 2010 Grace Yard sale and Health Street fair, which 
included health screening for diabetes and hypertension be continued.  We will be working with the 
Grace yard sales committee to achieve this goal. 

 Continuation of the assistance program to provide transportation to and from medical appointments. 

 Organization and Implementation of a Walk-a-thon fund raiser. 
 
Health Ministries Committee Members: 
   Rev. Theodore Moore, Chair Victoria David 

Cheryl Adams, Co-Chair  Teddy Edwards   
Dr. Rudy Archer  Karen Moore 
Joyce Bazzey   Eunice Trotz, Secretary 
Ken Blenman    

 
 
 
GRACE CHURCH SHELTER PROGRAM  

 
Homefirst Interfaith Housing & Family Services 
 
MARY TESTORI AND EUNICE TROTZ 
 
Our Homefirst guests arrived on February 8th for two straight weeks.  Homefirst changed their format and 
requested Host parishes to invite our guests for two weeks instead of one.  This would allow our guests to 
stay in one place a little longer, feeling more at home.  In February we had three moms and four children, the 
youngest being two months old.  During the second week of their stay, one of the adults left the program, but 
we were asked to care for another family in an emergency, so our numbers increased by three.  This is truly 
what we are asked to do as Christians, and our church family opens our doors and invited them in.  
 
Our Homefirst guests came back on June 7th to stay for one week.  We had eleven people this time, the 
youngest being 10 months old.  One teenager was taken to the hospital the very first day and did not return.  
By Thursday it was determined that she had contracted the H1N1 Virus, and the remaining guests were taken 
from our church to a hotel and remained there until the others in the group were tested and given preventive 
medicine.  The County Health Officer and the Plainfield Health Officer assured us the contagious period had 
passed prior to our guest arriving.  They sent various pamphlets to our Church, educating us on the virus and 
how to protect ourselves in the future.  These safety measures are still in use.    
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FINANCE COMMISSION 

 
TREVOR KING 
 
The Grace Church Finance Commission which is comprised of eight members has been meeting and 
examining the Church’s financial status on a monthly basis and making recommendations to the Vestry 
whenever necessary.  The members are Robert Wilson, John Taitt, Tim Mann, Brian Hinds, Mary Testori, 
Dave Magee and co-chairs Sam Boghdan and Trevor King.  The meetings are held at Sam’s house on 
Watchung Avenue in North Plainfield on the Friday night before the Vestry meeting which is scheduled for 
the third Wednesday of every month. 
 
One topic that is always a major point of discussion is the feasibility of ending the practice of withdrawing 
monies from the endowment account in order to supplement the Church’s expenditures.  The members have 
discussed this question at length and have responded with creative brainstorming to increase income and 
eventually point the Parish to financial solvency.  The general consensus is: increase membership and reduce 
expenses. 
 
During the year the Commission is always actively involved and also sponsors various fundraisers.  The 
proceeds usually go directly towards the maintenance of the physical structure of the Church. 
The commission is always open to improvements, and we want to hear from parishioners as to specific ways 
to increase income:   sell assets, rental income, member giving, etc.  When we work together for the good of 
the Church we are all rewarded with a dynamic worship space called Grace. 
 
 
MEN’S GUILD 

 
FRANK WALCOTT 
 
This month, the Men’s Guild will celebrate its 7th Anniversary since being formed and commissioned January 
15, 2003.  Three members of the Church, Jim Coppock, John Hartman and Frank Walcott, put their heads 
together, drew up some by-laws along with a Mission Statement which reads as follows: 
 
To work in the service of God and to pursue a commitment as good stewards 
To use our God-given talents for the good and spiritual welfare of Grace Church 
To express brotherly love and appreciation to our fellow men in our Community 
To labor in God’s vineyard by inviting others to join and serve in this special ministry 
 
The Guild is open to all male members of the church from age 18, and meetings are held every 3rd Sunday of 
the month. 
 
Since its inception, the Guild has completed many tasks, the initial on was to refurbish the tile floor in 
Knickle Hall, erect a fence at the Rectory, retile the hallway from the sacristy to the ladies’ room, much 
landscaping in the garden, and most recently complete the temporary ramp on Cleveland Avenue.  This ramp 
was constructed through the painstaking efforts, through rain and cold weather, but the project was 
spearheaded by Robert Wilson, John Eklund, Jason Algeo, Dennis Bazzey, Tim Mann, Bob Carlson, Trevor 
King, Leroy Trotz, Frank Walcott and Barbara Nichols who sought out to secure the necessary permits to 
have it erected, and now weather permitting the ramp will be stained and weatherproofed.  Thanks also to Jim 
Spears who oversaw the pouring of the concrete slab at the entrance.  Our thanks to Mother Carolyn for her 
oatmeal cookies, and to Cheryl Adams for her home cooked meal. 
 
The Guild has taken on and completed other projects too numerous to mention, and our to-do list seems 
endless, but we have extended our service to any senior citizen of the congregation to do any light handy 
work as long as it is within our area of expertise.  However we will spend more time keeping the gardens and 
grounds tidy this year.  Please let us know and we will be happy to oblige. 
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At our last meeting, we have elected new officers for the next two years they are as follows: 
Kenneth Blenman, president, Jason Algeo, vice-president, Dave Magee, treasurer, Tim Mann, secretary and 
Frank Walcott, chaplain. 
 
We have a membership of twenty-five men, and we are inviting other male members of the church to join us. 
 
 
MUSIC 

 
ROBERT H. GANGEWERE, JR. 
 
Grace Church Choir 
 
The Grace Church Choir is a group of talented and dedicated individuals with whom it is a pleasure to share a 
ministry through music.  Our membership includes Linda Kolar, Holly Algeo, Ann-Marie Aymer, Selma 
Cato, Theresa Clarke, Maureen Johnson, Maryadele O’Neil, Cheryl Adams, Christine Satoli, Gloria King, Jane 
della Peruti, Conrad Maynard, Kenneth Blenman, Dr. Rudy Archer, and Teddy Edwards.  We were sorry to 
say good-bye to Leroy Trotz, who moved to Delaware and Denise Simmons, who is in discernment for the 
priesthood and assigned to Christ Church, New Brunswick.  The Choir provided excellent musical leadership 
and contributions for our Holy Week, Easter, Advent Lessons and Carols and Christmas liturgies.   
 
The Choir’s first major contribution to our liturgies was to provide all the music necessary for our 
celebrations on Palm (Passion) Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the Great Vigil of Easter and Easter 
Day.  On Pentecost, the Choir presented the Te Deum by John Rutter, a larger and more challenging choral 
work, yet liturgically practical and emotionally uplifting. In early September, the choir and spouses gathered at 
my home for a social before beginning our new year of singing together.  It was a time of wonderful food and 
fellowship.  In October, the Choir offered Choral Evensong for the Feast of St. Francis with a special prelude 
of music for trumpet and organ by Cynthia Woodall and Robert Gangewere.  The end of November saw a 
very beautiful service of Lessons and Carols for Advent.  We finished the year with our joyful Christmas Eve 
celebration.  All who enjoy singing and fellowship are welcome to join us!  A well-balanced choir is composed 
of all kinds of voices at all levels of ability.  Come sing with us! 
 
Grace Choristers 
 
This year we continued with our Family Friendly Communion Service followed by Grace Choristers and then 
Sunday school.  It provided great opportunities for the liturgical and musical education of our children.  We 
sang anthems on the 4th Sunday of the month at the 10:30 Eucharist.  We continued learning a body of 
hymnody suitable for worship with young children, as well as responses, both spoken and sung.  As you will 
often hear me say, I cannot stress enough how strongly I feel about the importance of regular participation by 
our children in worship.  I urge all parents to encourage their children join us for Family Friendly 
Communion, Grace Choristers and Sunday school, a unique opportunity for meaningful and accessible 
worship that will last into adulthood. 
 
Instrumentalists, Vocalists and Instruments 
 
We thank Gail Slater and Janice Haer for substituting for me this summer while I was on vacation.  We thank 
the following members for offering their musical talents as instrumentalists for special celebrations this past 
year:  Cynthia Woodall, trumpet, Denise Simmons, flute, Pastor Carolyn, harp, and Jeff Spelman, carillon.  I 
hope that involvement by instrumentalists from within our congregation will increase in the future.  Anyone 
who would like to offer up his or her instrumental talents in our Worship of God should please speak with 
me.  We also thank the following for offering their musical talents as vocalists during the summer when the 
Grace Church Choir was taking a well-deserved break:  Ann-Marie Aymer, Pamela Warntz, and Teddy 
Edwards.  The organ is in good repair, and the rest of the work from the retuning project started some years 
ago has been finished.  It is a pleasure to work on the harpsichord, restore it to working order, and back in 
the church.  I look forward to playing occasional preludes and choral accompaniments on it. 
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PASTORAL CARE COMMISSION 

 
GLORIA KING 
 
2009 was no different from previous years, in that, we continue to receive guidance from our Shepherds 
Mother Carolyn and Deacon Ted Moore as we carry out our pastoral care responsibilities. 
 
In addition to the various aspects of the Commission, we also respond to requests from members who are in 
need of transportation in order to attend church services and related activities.  This is done by reaching out 
to any Commission member or calling the Church Secretary.  Most of our parishioners are aware of this but 
for the benefit of our new members and the more seasoned parishioners who may have forgotten, it is 
important to re-emphasize this.  The Commission is also in need of volunteers who would like to assist in this 
effort.  Volunteers are asked to contact the church secretary and leave your name.  Having this information 
will allow us to better coordinate the requests which we receive based on the address of the person who is 
need of the transportation and the location of the nearest volunteer parishioner.  
 
This past year we celebrated the loves of a number of our stalwarts who passed on; namely, Dr. Dabney 
Moon, Mildred Nylon, Sophia Hill, Ernest Williams and William Brooks.  They have all made in their own 
distinctive way, an indelible contribution to Grace Church.  We also remember fondly the late Kenneth 
Shilay, Cassell Wood, Jr., Lorraine Podlovits and Violet Maynard.   
 
The Commission is once again reaching out to the congregation and asking anyone who would like to be a 
part of this Commission to please contact Mother Carolyn, Deacon Ted, the Church Secretary or myself.   
 
Let me take this opportunity to wish my entire Grace Family a happy and healthy New Year and what better 
way to begin the New Year than by reaching out to at least one person you have not seen or heard from 
recently. 
 
 
 
PLAINFIELD COMMUNITY OUTREACH, INC. 

 
Supporting the Ministries of Grace Church 
 
JANE WILSON 
 
Plainfield Community Outreach, Grace Church’s 501(c)(3) nonprofit wing, is proud to report a year of great 
activity in both the Education Division and Grace’s Kitchen.  The Board of Directors has increased in 
numbers and involvement, as befits a growing organization.  Officers are Jane Wilson, president; Rev. 
Carolyn Eklund, vice president; John P. Smith, secretary; and Gail MacQuaide, treasurer until November, 
when she was replaced by Deborah Vietze.  Board members include Ann-Marie Aymer, Geoffrey Dunham, 
Carrie Hayes, Sherrie Russell-Brown and, until he moved away, LeRoy Trotz.  There are two vacancies, and 
the board would welcome expressions of interest in these positions. 
 
Grace’s Kitchen continues to serve a hot mid-day meal on the last five weekdays of the month, as it has done 
since 1994.  Under the direction of Mary Jo Buck, three employees and a host of volunteers from churches in 
the area provide area residents with a meal on the days when the Salvation Army’s kitchen is closed for 
cleaning and resupplying.  More volunteers are always welcome, especially on Thursday, Grace Church’s 
designated day to serve. 
 
During the year a committee of PCO board members and Grace Church vestry members studied the food 
programs in the community, met with the leaders of other programs and developed a brochure and map that 
shows all the soup kitchens and food pantries, with days and hours of operation.  This coordination of efforts 
better serves the needy of the community, since they know where food is available on any given day. 
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 The PCO board is currently seeking funding for creation of an accessible restroom for the use of Grace’s 
Kitchen guests.  Donations for the year totaled $42,072, plus a large donation of supplies from Conde Nast 
publishing company.  These donations cover the operating costs of the program but are insufficient for 
capital improvements. 
 
The Education Division is operating after school programs, funded by a 21st Century Community Learning 
Center grant from the New Jersey Department of Education.  The third year of this five-year program began 
in September.  The schools served include Clinton K-8 Center, Evergreen Elementary School, and Barlow 
Elementary School, all in the Plainfield district.  For most of 2009 the program also included New Covenant 
Christian Academy, but the enrolment there was insufficient for a 21st Century program.  Services continue 
for New Covenant with fee-for-service funding. 
 
Students at the three schools in the 21st Century program receive homework help, tutoring, performing arts, 
art, martial arts and recreational activities.  One of the special activities in the spring was the creation of a 
butterfly garden, jointly with Grace Church, other churches, and community groups.  This effort was 
supported by the Cultural and Heritage Commission of the City of Plainfield. 
 
Other activities of the Education Division include Supplemental Education Services tutoring to eligible 
students from Plainfield, Piscataway and Highland Park as well as a successful summer program which 
featured a performing arts program funded by the Cultural and Heritage Commission.  In addition to the 21st 
Century funding and the Cultural and Heritage grants, PCO received funding from the Plainfield Foundation, 
Provident Bank Foundation, Bonner Foundation, Siemens Caring Hands Foundation, Hamstra Family 
Charitable Foundation, Patchett Foundation, and numerous individuals.  For the accessible restroom more 
funding will be sought from foundations that fund capital projects. 
 
 
GRACE CHURCH WEBSITE 

 
www.graceplainfield.org 
 
JEFF SPELMAN 
 
2009 was another exciting year for the Grace Church website.  We have introduced new features that have 
increased outreach to the community and attracted new viewers to our site. 
 
Online Church Newsletter – We are now publishing the monthly newsletter online guided by our editor Ann-
Marie Aymer.  This has been very successful in distributing information and features on a timelier basis.  
Taking advantage of web technology, we open each month with a short video segment. 
 
Sermon and Postlude Audio Files – We are now publishing mp3 audio files regularly for sermons, organ 
postludes and special services.  This allows our friends near and far to keep in touch with Grace.  You can 
also download these to your iPod or other mp3 player. 
 
Grace @ Facebook – We launched our own Facebook page.  You will find a link on our main web page.  
This allows us to “push” information updates about updates to the website and highlight calendar events. 
 
Interactive Church Calendar – Click on our Church Calendar link to see real time updates.  As soon as the 
office adds or updates events, the calendar page is updated immediately. 
 
Episcopal Links – On the right side of our main page, you will find a link for the Episcopal Café that 
provides daily news, art and discussion on the Episcopal Church. 
 
Interesting Statistics 
On average, over 900 people visit the website each month 
In November we had visitors from over 25 countries 
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Over 100 people read the online version of the Grace Newsletter 
35-40 people listen to the sermons and postludes each week 
 
Goals for 2010 – We continue to look for ways to reach out to our friends and neighbors.  We are looking for 
volunteers to help translate some of our pages into Spanish.  We are very open to your feedback and invite 
your comments and suggestions. 
 
 
 
WORSHIP COMMISSION 

 
Worship in 2009 
 
REV. CAROLYN H. EKLUND 
 
The Grace Church mission statement expresses our desire “to praise God in the Anglican tradition.”  Central 
to our tradition are the ancient Christian forms of worship that we have inherited as Anglicans.  We might 
think that it is a challenge to be faithful to our Anglican traditions while developing relevant forms of worship 
in 21st Century inner city Plainfield.  But it’s not because as Anglicans, we have been adapting our worship 
locally across the globe for centuries.  If worship is to be alive for people in specific geographic areas and 
epochs, Anglicans are beautifully suited to adapt to modernity, yet maintaining the best of our traditions. 
  
The people of Grace in 2009 have offered more adaptations to local needs than ever before in our history.  
This is the second year of the successful “Family Friendly Communion” on Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  Our small 
children and parents love the 30-minute teaching service followed by Mr. Gangewere’s (Mr. G’s) Grace 
Choristers practice and Sunday school with a new, simpler and easier to understand curriculum.   
 
At worship, the children love to pass the plate for the collection, set the table and wash the priest’s hands.  
Our new freestanding altar provides a new way for children to participate in Communion up close and 
intimately. 
 
Just a few weeks ago at the “Family Friendly Communion” for Christmas Eve, our children performed “The 
Legend of the Rose” while Grace Woodall-MacQuaide recited the story and I played my harp for “sound 
effects.”  Lucca Hayes, Carrie Hayes’ dog, blessed at the St. Francis Day Mass in October, performed with 
the children as a gift offered to the Christ child by the shepherds. 
 
One of the highlights of the year for me was the outdoor worship we offered in the garden the Sunday 
following the Yard Sale and Health Fair.  Our children led the singing while Mr. G played the keyboard.  It 
was a beautiful day and we had a picnic lunch afterward.  We plan to repeat this successful outdoor worship 
again this summer. 
 
One of the most relevant changes we have made in worship in 2009 was to offer a Mass in Spanish.  This has 
been a dream of mine personally and in the plans of the Vestry as well.  My friend and colleague, Rev. 
Matthew Engleby and I have been in conversation about this dream at Grace for over four years.  Fr. 
Engleby has a passion for worship in Spanish and has developed worship booklets in Spanish.  Our 
seminarian, Rev. Edwin Chinery, Ann-Marie Aymer and I have planned music and hymns. 
 
We offered our first weekly Mass in Spanish on October 31 at 5:00 p.m., and we have continued every 
Saturday at 5:00 p.m.  Bishop Romero has joined us twice to preach and celebrate.  He baptized two young 
boys into the Body of Christ during Advent.  We hold services in the All Saints’ Chapel. 
 
Offering Evensong and Advent Lessons and Carols are more ways we reach out to our community and offer 
our beautiful Anglican tradition to the community of Greater Plainfield.  I want to thank the liturgical 
ministers, the lectors, the Eucharistic Ministers, the Altar Guild, the ushers, the choirs and musicians and all 
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who plan and prepare to create beautiful praise to God.  Thank you Worship Commission:  Jason Algeo, 
Robert Gangewere, Jr., Dave Magee, Karen Moore, Rev. Theodore Moore, Noel Taitt. 
  
And finally, we were grateful to host Bishop Councell who preached and celebrated at Grace Church in June 
for a full house of Watchung Convocation Confirmands.  From Grace Ann-Marie Aymer, Natalie Krauser-
McCarthy, Linda Kolar, Zena Blair were confirmed; Kristen Claire Foley was received and Susette Ceres 
reaffirmed her confirmation in the Episcopal Church.  Baptized into the Body of Christ at Grace Church last 
year were Vanessa Reneé Krauser, Ellie Mae Uhler, Madelyn Rhys McCarthy, Andy Quispe, Kenneth 
Alexandré Reneau-Coronado. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


