
MEMORANDUM 

TO:  PLAINFIELD FEEDING GROUP SUMMIT 

FROM:  MARY TESTORI 

SUBJECT: MINUTES FROM THE PLAINFIELD FEEDING GROUP SUMMIT 
MEETING HELD ON JULY 29, 2009 AT THE PLAINFIELD PUBLIC 
LIBRARY 

DATE:  9/23/2009 

CC:  

PLAINFIELD FEEDING GROUP SUMMIT MEETING ATTENDEES: 
 
The Lighthouse - Karen Côté, Susan DiGraitis 
The Covenant United Methodist Church - Kim Williams 
PCO - Carrie Hayes, Jane Wilson, Sherrie L. Russell-Brown 
First Unitarian Society - Joanne Macaluso, Heather Brown 
United Pres. - Barbara Snyder 
First Park Baptist Church - (Loaves & Fishes)Daisy Hill, LaWana Dar Dew 
PCO & Grace Church - Carolyn Eklund 
SHEELD - Shiloh Baptist Church-Flora J. Williams, Jacqueline Finney 
Plainfield Salvation Army - Donald Nichols 
Grace Church - Mary Testori 
 
GROUPS NOT IN ATTENDANCE BUT THAT WE KNOW SERVE MEALS AND/OR HAVE A 

FOOD PANTRY: 
 
The Mosque in Plainfield 
Crescent Ave. Church in Plainfield (a bag lunch to go) 
St Mary’s Church in Plainfield (free dinner on last Sunday) 
St Joseph’s church in North Plainfield (second sat. a free lunch) 
 
Jane Wilson from PCO explained the purpose of the meeting.  Summit attendees introduced 
themselves and talked briefly about the organizations they represent:   
 
LOAVES & FISHES

 
They receive no federal monies.  Daisy stated that they feed between 40 to 50 people, they 
preach the gospel, they give out clothes as well as food.  They have no food pantry.  They 
collect food and give to other pantries sometimes. 
 

 



FIRST UNITARIAN SOCIETY 
 
They have a food pantry (last Sat. of the month).  They feed about 20 to 30 people.  Their 
supplies are donated by their congregation.  They are not members of the food bank (don’t 
have the number of volunteers needed to be members).  They have holiday dinners, 
Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter.  They feed about 100 to 150 people during those 
holidays.  Joanne uses coupons to purchase their supplies for their food pantry. 
 
UNITED PRES.  
 
They are just getting started, looking to start a small soup kitchen. 
 
COVENANT UNITED METHODIST

 
They have been established for about 19 years.  They feed a hot meal to about 130 people 
every Monday with the help of 8 other churches.  The program is funded through donations 
from individuals and local churches.  The program receives bread from Panera Bread and 
My Town Bakery each week.  They are looking for funding.  They use regular plates, 
tableware, and tablecloths when they serve their guests. 
 
PLAINFIELD SALVATION ARMY

 
They serve a hot meal daily from 12:00 to 12:45 to around 100 to 150 people.  They have a 
food pantry as well which is open once a month.  They get donations from churches, 
Dunkin Doughnuts, KFC, community food bank, and they get some federal funding.  They 
don’t serve food in December. 
 
SHEELD
 
They have a food pantry which is open the 3rd and 4th Sat from 10am to 12pm, and the 4th 
Wed, from 4pm to 7pm.  Supplies from the food bank, grants from Shop Rite, 
congregations give food, some sororities.  They have a clothing closet as well.  They get 
some emergency calls from City Hall to help folks.  They help about 275 people a month.   
 
LIGHT HOUSE MINISTRIES

 
A food pantry – gets most of their funding through churches, some funding through grants.  
Solicits shoppers at Stop & Shop, A&P in Warren.  They stand outside, give a list of items to 
people to purchase while shopping.  Open 2nd, 4th & 5th Saturday of every month, gives food 
to about 130 to 175 people.  Located on Somerset St. in North Plfd. 
 
PCO
 
Feeds about 100 to 170 people daily, over 9000 meals a year.  Some federal funding, 
matching donations, fund drives through out the year. About 5 different churches send 
volunteers to cook, and serve a hot meal from 11am to 1pm, the last five days of the month.  
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 At this point, attendees asked questions of each other, shared ideas, and expressed their 
concerns: 
 
Donald likes the idea of meeting like this.  He did not know that all of these organizations 
existed.  During the month of December, it was suggested that the Salvation Army look into 
renting one of the empty buildings near City Hall for more space.  Representatives from The 
Lighthouse ministries stated that the numbers of guests they serve are up as well as the food 
which is being donated.  Representatives from the Unitarian church stated that they work 
with a group called Angels in Action (Spanish speaking group located on Front & Park 
Ave.).  This has helped their outreach.  There was no one there from the Mosque but they 
have a food pantry on Saturdays.  There was discussion about being re-certified as members 
of the food bank.  Representatives from SHEELD mentioned that the five year period 
which a person can receive welfare benefits will end this fall.  There will be about 40,000 in 
desperate need.  We discussed the funding the Governor just infused in the food bank 
coffers.  Representatives from the Unitarian church want to meet with John Smith about 
getting certified with the food bank.  Some churches want to help other churches feed folks 
like Fountain Baptist church.  Daisy asked if the City Officials know the needs of the 
Community, and which groups are serving the needy.  Is there a line item in the City Budget 
for outreach?  The Unitarian church has energy saving light bulbs they will share with others.  
 
Finally, we discussed the idea of a possible evening family meal.  Sherrie expressed a concern 
about feeding children in need.  She will explore a possible meeting with the Board of Ed.  A 
source of funding is foundationcenter.org. Jane asked about 501(c)(3)’s doing a grant writing 
session to raise funds for a joint effort.  Sherrie will look into setting up a face book page for 
this group.  Our next meeting will be on September 28, 2009, 7:00 PM.  Please remember to 
park in the lot on the 9th Street side of the Library.  The meeting ended at 8:30pm. 
 
 
       M.T.   
 

 

3 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


